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Ukon in Exile
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In 1587, Hideyoshi Toyotomi, the then de facto ruler of Japan, decreed that Christian missionaries should be expelled. In 1613, The Tokugawa
Shogunate outlawed Christianity. However, Ukon Takayama did not abandon his faith or succumb to such religious oppression. He relinquished his
wealth and position as daimyo (feudal lord) and stayed steadfast to his belief. His devotion strongly moved and impressed people far and wide. Pope
Sixtus V sent a letter in his praise. After Hideyoshi’s decree, Ukon went to Kanazawa, the capital of Kaga province, whose ruler Toshiie Maeda took
Ukon under his protection. Ukon built himself a house there but when Christianity was banned, he was forced into exile overseas. He sailed from
Nagasaki to Manila in the Philippines, where he arrived safely but shortly died of disease in 1615.
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Beatification 400 Years after Death
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Despite persecution, Ukon remained true to his faith throughout his life. In 2016, the

year after the four hundredth anniversary of his death, he was beatified by the Vatican
as a Catholic martyr.
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Takatsuki Twinned with Manila through the Ukon GConnection Manila
: City
FEDF T, EMHE~ = FHIIRF54E (19795F) (i ER T &L THRE AN T 1 A LI5S
RBEEHEHIETONTOET,
Takatsuki

In 1979, Takatsuki city and Manila became sister cities thanks to the ties forged through Ukon. A statue City
of Ukon stands in Plaza Dilao, a square near the area associated with Ukon in Manila .
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JR Limited express Haruka *Travel times are estimates only, the quickest times using express trains. Please refer to the relevant timetables for up-to-date information.

EWHELBSRELFERE B072-674-7411 20163

XSt

Takatsuki City

. ¢ cedn - e R ; r

Sl B Za o S g~
‘ : Z e f=r 1 //v'/' AN 2y,
=S nq i ,,"-\ -

. ¢ SRRyl

E 4 & A

; < = > S

I / S >

5 R
»

The illustrious and Talented Kirishitan (Christian) Daimyo (feudal lord) c;ff
the Sengoku Period (Age of Civil Wars)
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Ukon’s Many Talents

Ukon was received into Christianity in 1564 at the age of twelve. Under his father’s guidance, he was
baptized in Sawa Castle in what is now Nara prefecture. He was given the Christian name Justo. In
1573, at around the age of 21, he became the lord of Takatsuki Castle. He carried out building works
in the area around his castle and built more than twenty churches. The population in the town then was
about 25,000. It is said that more than 70% were Christians.

Ukon served feudal rulers including Nobunaga Oda and Hideyoshi Toyotomi. He converted other
samurai such as Kanbei Kuroda and Ujisato Gamo.

Ukon was a highly skilled samurai warrior. In 1582, in the battle of Yamazaki, he fought successfully
against Mitsuhide Akechi, taking the vanguard in Hideyoshi Toyotomi’s army. In 1590, he fought for
Toshiie Maeda in the attack against the Hojo clan in Odawara.

Ukon is also renowned for his excellence in castle-building, being involved in the design of Takaoka
and Kanazawa castles. He was an accomplished man of culture. In Japanese tea ceremony, he is
listed as one of the seven disciples of Sen no Rikyu, the celebrated grandmaster of tea ceremony.
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